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The House of Representatives meets at the State House in Providence, Tuesday, January 18,
2022, and is called to order at 4:08 o’clock P.M., by the Honorable K. Joseph Shekarchi,
Speaker.

The roll is called and a quorum is declared present with 69 members present and 6 members
absent as follows:

PRESENT — 69: The Honorable Speaker Shekarchi and Representatives Abney, Ackerman,
Ajello, Alzate, Amore, Azzinaro, Baginski, Barros, Batista, Bennett, Biah, Blazejewski,
Caldwell, Carson, Casimiro, Cassar, Chippendale, Cortvriend, Corvese, Costantino, Craven,
Diaz, Donovan, Edwards, Felix, Fellela, Fenton-Fung, Filippi, Fogarty, Giraldo, Handy,
Hawkins, Henries, Hull, Kazarian, Kennedy, Kislak, Knight, Lima C., Lima S., Lombardi,
Marszalkowski, McEntee, McGaw, McNamara, Messier, Morales, Morgan, Newberry, Noret,
O'Brien, Perez, Phillips, Place, Potter, Price, Quattrocchi, Ranglin-Vassell, Roberts, Ruggiero,
Serpa, Shallcross Smith, Shanley, Slater, Solomon, Speakman, Vella-Wilkinson and Williams.

ABSENT - 6: Representatives Cardillo, Casey, McLaughlin, Nardone, Tanzi and Tobon.
INVOCATION

The Honorable Speaker presents Representative Karen Alzate who delivers the Invocation and
leads the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

(For Invocation, see Appendix, of this Journal.)
APPROVAL OF RECORD

By unanimous consent, the House Journal of Tuesday, January 11, 2022, is approved.
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COMMUNICATIONS

Representative James McLaughlin is unable to attend session today, Tuesday, January 18, 2022.
Representative Edward Cardillo is unable to attend session today, Tuesday, January 18, 2022,
Representative Teresa Tanzi is unable to attend session today, Tuesday, January 18, 2022.
Representative Stephen M. Casey is unable to attend session today, Tuesday, January 18, 2022.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Representative Henries together with Representative Casimiro and Senator DiMario announces
that they put together a coat drive for Foster Forward from now until January 25, 2022.

Representative Henries would like to congratulate her mother on her recent engagement as well
as on her 501 birthday last week, Jan 9, 2022.

Representative Casimiro acknowledges the great work of Director Colon and the staff in
constituent services.

NOW PRESIDING

At 4:28 o’clock P.M. the Honorable Speaker Shekarchi yields the rostrum to the Honorable
Speaker Pro Tempore Kennedy.

Majority Leader Blazejewski announces there will be no House session this Thursday, January
20" as we continue to monitor the COVID surge, which we are hopeful will continue on a
downward path. We will meet again next Tuesday, January 25", at 4 p.m.

Majority Leader Blazejewski would like to wish Representative Noret and Representative
Speakman a Happy Birthday!

IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION

House Resolution No. 7101

BY Lombardi J, Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Vella-Wilkinson, Hull, Batista, Ajello, Costantino,
Shallcross Smith, Fellela

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE
PASSING OF MARGARET F. MANCINI {LC4045/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Lombardi requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.
Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Lombardi, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,

Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent,
on a rising vote.
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House Resolution No. 7102

BY Noret, Serpa, Chippendale, Roberts, Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Morgan P, Shallcross Smith,
Solomon, O'Brien

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE
PASSING OF ANDREW DAVID DICKSON {LC4049/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, Representative Noret requests unanimous
consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Noret, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi, Majority
Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent, on a
rising vote.

House Resolution No. 7103

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Serpa, Lima C, Costantino, Azzinaro, Filippi, Kennedy, Fogarty,
Fellela

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE
PASSING OF GERALD J. GRANAHAN {LC4018/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Serpa requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Serpa, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi, Majority
Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent, on a
rising vote.

House Resolution No. 7104

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, McNamara, Solomon, Vella-Wilkinson, Shanley, Bennett, Hull,
Costantino, Shallcross Smith

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING OF
THE HONORABLE RAYMOND J. GALLOGLY {LC4061/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative McNamara requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.
Read and passed, on a motion of Representative McNamara, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,

Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, Representatives Bennett, Shanley, Vella-
Wilkinson, and many others, by unanimous consent, on a rising vote.
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House Resolution No. 7105

BY Amore, Henries, Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Costantino, Shallcross Smith, Ajello, Kennedy,
Solomon, O'Brien

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST SYMPATHY ON THE
PASSING OF SHARLENE L. DAMIANI {LC3778/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, Representative Amore requests unanimous
consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Amore, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,
Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent,
on a rising vote.

House Resolution No. 7106

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Slater, Filippi, Diaz, Costantino, Fogarty, Shallcross Smith,
Ranglin-Vassell, Ajello

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEEPEST SYMPATHY ON THE
PASSING OF CHRISTINA A. MCKIERNAN {LC4060/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Slater requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.
Speaker Shekarchi sends his deepest condolences to the family.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Slater, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi, Majority
Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent, on a
rising vote.

House Resolution No. 7107

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Hull, Alzate, Batista, Ajello, Lima C, Slater, Edwards, Costantino
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE
PASSING OF BENJAMIN W. LITTLE, SR. {LC3300/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Hull requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.
Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Hull, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi, Majority

Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and the entire House of Representatives, by
unanimous consent, on a rising vote.
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House Resolution No. 7108

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Phillips, Lima, Filippi, Hawkins, Costantino, Fogarty, Shallcross
Smith, Ajello

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING DEEPEST CONDOLENCES ON THE
PASSING OF LEGENDARY MOUNT SAINT CHARLES ACADEMY ICE HOCKEY HEAD
COACH, NORMAND BERNARD BELISLE {LC4020/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi, and the
Woonsocket Delegation, Representative Phillips requests unanimous consent for immediate
consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Phillips, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,
Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent,
on a rising vote.

House Resolution No. 7109

BY Corvese, Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Hull, Costantino, Azzinaro, Phillips, Casimiro, Noret,
Serpa

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 23-29,
2022, TO BE "CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETISTS WEEK" IN THE STATE
OF RHODE ISLAND {LC3956/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Corvese requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Corvese, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,
Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent,
on a voice vote.

House Resolution No. 7110

BY Shekarchi, Blazejewski, Cassar, Filippi, Kislak, McGaw, Fogarty, Knight, Cortvriend, Serpa
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION HONORING AND THANKING DR. NICOLE
ALEXANDER-SCOTT {LC4019/1}

With the agreement of the majority and the minority, on behalf of Speaker Shekarchi,
Representative Cassar requests unanimous consent for immediate consideration.

There is no objection.

Read and passed, on a motion of Representative Cassar, seconded by Speaker Shekarchi,
Majority Leader Blazejewski, Minority Leader Filippi, and many others, by unanimous consent,
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Representative Fogarty announces that the Committee on Municipal Government and Housing
will meet today, at the rise of the House, in Room 35 of the State House.

TRANSMITTAL

By unanimous consent, all matters on the clerk’s desk are ordered to be transmitted to His
Excellency, the Governor, to the Honorable Senate, and the Honorable Secretary of State
forthwith.,

(For Transmittals to Governor, see Appendix of this Journal.)

DESK HELD OPEN

The Honorable Speaker Pro Tempore Kennedy announces that the desk will be held open.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Honorable K. Joseph Shekarchi and the Honorable Senate President Dominick J. Ruggerio
invites the attendees to the State of the State Address.

(For the Governor’s State of the State Address, see Appendix of this Journal)
NEW BUSINESS

House Bill No. 7111

BY Ruggiero, Bennett, Handy, Cortvriend, Potter, Speakman, Donovan, Kazarian, Cassar,
Shallcross Smith

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS --
RENEWABLE ENERGY (Increases the percentage of retail electricity sales from renewable
energy sources.) {LC3392/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations

House Bill No. 7112

BY McGaw, McNamara, Donovan, Speakman, Cortvriend, Ackerman, Carson, Potter, Cassar,
Batista

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES -- PARKING
FACILITIES AND PRIVILEGES (Requires installation of designated electric vehicle parking
sapces, with charging capabilities, by certain business/ municipalities/ housing developments in
existing/ new/ expanded parking lots as of 1/1/23.) {LC3174/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations
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House Bill No. 7113

BY Carson, Caldwell, Fogarty, Donovan, Cortvriend, McGaw, Ruggiero, Amore, Potter
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO COMMERCIAL LAW -- GENERAL REGULATORY
PROVISIONS--ELECTRONIC BOOK LICENSES TO LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS
{LC3877/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations

House Bill No. 7114

BY Craven, Corvese

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO INSURANCE - LIABILITY INSURANCE (Extends
property damage liability coverage for a rented motor vehicle with respect to vehicle weight and
length of coverage.) {LC3965/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations

House Bill No. 7115

BY Perez, Vella-Wilkinson, Shanley, Williams, Batista, Lima C, Diaz, Corvese

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES -- OPERATORS'
AND CHAUFFERS' LICENSES (Requires bus drivers to take training courses to renew liceses
for first and second renewal with courses required every 5 years thereafter.) {LC3796/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations

House Bill No. 7116

BY Lombardi J, Morales

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS -
PHARMACEUTICAL COST TRANSPARENCY (Directs the state board of pharmacy to
annually identify up to fifteen prescription drugs with increased costs and provide the list to the
attorney general to obtain reasons for the cost increases.) {LC3746/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Corporations

House Bill No. 7117

BY Ajello, McNamara, Kislak, Amore, Biah, Williams, Morales, O'Brien, Felix, Alzate
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- STATE DEPARTMENT OF
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION (SEE TITLE 16 CHAPTER 97--THE
RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT) (Requires district and independent charter
schools to use a random selection process to select eligible public school students who would be
invited to attend the charter school and allows a parent to decline the invitation.) {LC4084/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Education
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House Resolution No. 7118

BY Casimiro, Noret, Shallcross Smith, Donovan, Solomon, Lima C, McNamara, Cortvriend,
Potter, O'Brien

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE
COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EFFECTS AND IMPACT THAT HYBRID AND VIRTUAL
LEARNING EMPLOYED DURING THE PANDEMIC HAS HAD ON THE ACHIEVEMENT
RATES OF CHILDREN IN KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 12TH GRADE (Creates a 15
member commission to study, identify gaps, and provide plans to counter the impact of hybrid
and virtual learning on achievement rates of children grades K-12th, and would report back by
January 31, 2023, and expire on March 30, 2023.) {LC3200/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Education

House Bill No. 7119

BY Lombardi J, Hull, Morales

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- CURRICULUM (Directs the council
on elementary and secondary education to develop recommendations for a high school
curriculum to prepare students for successful postsecondary education and careers in computer
science.) {LC3732/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Education

House Bill No. 7120

BY Lombardi J, Hull, Morales, Henries

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- CURRICULUM (Requires the
department of education to develop and make available for school use a mental health
curriculum. Schools would be required to provide four (4) hours of mental health instruction to
seventh grade students.) {LC3735/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Education

House Bill No. 7121

BY Perez, Vella-Wilkinson, Shanley, Lima C, Diaz, Corvese

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION — COUNCIL ON POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION (Prohibits discrimination in postsecondary education of students who are granted
medical or religious vaccine exemptions by a sponsoring university or college.) {LC3799/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Education

House Bill No. 7122

(Governor)

BY Abney

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MAKING REVISED APPROPRIATIONS IN
SUPPORT OF FY 2022 {LC4150/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7123

(Governor)

BY Abney

ENTITLED, AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE STATE
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2023 {LC4149/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance
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House Bill No. 7124

BY McNamara, Potter, Corvese, Donovan, Speakman

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TEACHERS' RETIREMENT
(Increases retirement credits from 1% to 2% of annual salary per-year of service for teachers,
state employees, and municipal workers in the Municipal Employees' Retirement System
(MERS). Applies to a member's service on and after July 1, 2022.) {LC3376/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7125

(General Treasurer)

BY Potter, McNamara, Amore, Ruggiero, Cortvriend, Carson, Casimiro, Baginski, Donovan,
Ranglin-Vassell

ENTITLED, AN ACT CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS FOR EDUCATION --
STATEWIDE REFERENDUM (Provides for a statewide voter referendum seeking approval of
capital development bonds for school buildings in the amount of three hundred million dollars
($300,000,000).) {LC3790/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7126

BY Morgan P

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS -- THE
RENEWABLE ENERGY GROWTH PROGRAM (Requires a yearly deposit of $200 per solar
panel into an escrow account for the future disposal and exempts residential homeowners from
the deposit.) {LC3379/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7127

BY Ruggiero, Shallcross Smith, Carson, Hull, Handy, Fogarty, Vella-Wilkinson, Williams,
Batista, Caldwell

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PROPERTY TAX RELIEF (Increases
max income level to $50,000 and max credit amount to $850 for property tax relief with annual
adjustment for inflation.) {LC3656/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7128

BY Solomon, McNamara, Lima S, Giraldo, Noret, Craven, Edwards, Lima C, Marszalkowski,
Hawkins

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- SALES AND USE TAXES --
LIABILITY AND COMPUTATION (Creates a sales tax holiday on August 6 and 7, 2022)
{LC3528/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Finance

House Bill No. 7129

BY Kislak, Bennett, Kazarian, Speakman, Cortvriend, Carson, Donovan, Felix, McGaw, Ajello
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- PESTICIDE CONTROL
(Restricts the use of neonicotinoids which are a class of insecticides.) {LC3444/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Environment and Natural Resources
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House Bill No. 7130

BY Bennett, Chippendale, Shanley, Perez, Noret, Morales

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO FISH AND WILDLIFE -- HUNTING AND HUNTING
SAFETY (Requires that when a person causes an injury requiring medical assistance to a human
by firearm, archery, or crossbow while hunting, the initial responding entity must immediately
make a report to DEM.) {LC3274/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Environment and Natural Resources

House Bill No. 7131

BY Caldwell, Edwards

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- OPIOID
ALTERNATIVES (DOH to develop and publish opioid alternative pamphlet.) {LC3678/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services

House Bill No. 7132

BY McGaw, Diaz, Ajello, Alzate, Cassar, McNamara, Vella-Wilkinson, Slater, Biah, Batista
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - PHARMACIES
(Increases the state board of pharmacy from nine (9) to eleven (11) members by adding two (2)
pharmacy technicians.) {LC3887/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services

House Bill No. 7133

BY McNamara, Potter, Corvese, Donovan, Ranglin-Vassell

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- PHARMACEUTICAL
REDISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ACT (Authorizes the creation and implementation of a
Pharmaceutical Redistribution program by the department of health (DOH) and the board of
pharmacy to commence operations on January 1, 2023.) {LC3452/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services

House Bill No. 7134

BY Casimiro, Noret, Shallcross Smith, Baginski, Solomon, Lima C, Alzate, Kazarian, McGaw,
Donovan, Cortvriend

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- CANCER (Collects and
disaggregates data on childhood cancer within the state’s comprehensive cancer control
program.) {LC3381/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services

House Bill No. 7135

BY Bennett, McGaw, Vella-Wilkinson, Shanley, Noret

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO INSURANCE -- ACCIDENT AND SICKNESS
INSURANCE POLICIES -- PHYSICAL THERAPY COPAY (Limits copays, coinsurance or
office deductible for services of a physical therapist to the amount authorized for the services of
a primary care physician or osteopath.) {LC3283/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services
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House Bill No. 7136

BY Alzate, Abney, Vella-Wilkinson, Azzinaro, Corvese, Casimiro, Place, Serpa

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO ANIMALS AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY - ANIMAL
CARE (Waives the adoption fee to adopt a dog or cat from a public animal shelter for a veteran
that presents a current and valid driver’s license or identification card with the word "veteran"
printed on its face.) {LC3783/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Health & Human Services

House Resolution No. 7137

BY Kislak, Cortvriend, Amore, Potter, Felix, Alzate, Carson, Ajello, Speakman, Kazarian
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION SUPPORTING FEDERAL LEGISLATION GRANTING
STATEHOOD TO THE PEOPLE OF WASHINGTON, D.C. {LC3445/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary

House Bill No. 7138

BY Morgan P

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY - PARENTS BILL OF
RIGHTS ACT (Provides for a parents' bill of rights related to the health, education and welfare
of their minor children.) {LC3378/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary

House Bill No. 7139

BY Lombardi J, Morales

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- THE
RHODE ISLAND LOBBYING REFORM ACT (Prohibits lobbyists from making any political
contributions to any member of the general assembly from January 1 through July 1 in any year,
unless the general assembly adjourns for the year prior to July 1.) {LC3741/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary

House Bill No. 7140

BY Donovan, Ajello, Speakman, Fogarty, Carson, Cassar, McGaw, Casimiro, Alzate, Fenton-
Fung

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY-FEMININE HYGIENE
PRODUCT DONATIONS ACT (Provides for immunity provisions for persons involved in
donating feminine hygiene products to charitable or nonprofit organizations.) {LC3782/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary

House Bill No. 7141

BY Knight, Speakman, Craven, Caldwell, Batista, McEntee, Shanley, Kislak, Cassar, Felix
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - PROBATION AND
PAROLE SUPPORT (Repeals court costs against all defendants who plead nolo contendere,
guilty or are found guilty of certain crimes.) {LC3402/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary
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House Bill No. 7142

BY Casimiro, Noret, Alzate, Kislak, Donovan, Cortvriend, Henries, Morales, Williams, Potter
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINALS -- CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS --
PAROLE (Allows an inmate’s immediate family to be notified of and attend a parole hearing.)
{LC3374/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary

House Bill No. 7143

BY Newberry

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - PROPERTY SUBJECT TO
TAXATION - VETERANS EXEMPTIONS (Allows the town of North Smithfield town council
to provide veterans' and gold star parents exemptions from real estate taxes.) {LC3805/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government & Housing

House Bill No. 7144

BY Craven, Casimiro

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION -- PROPERTY SUBJECT TO
TAXATION (Exempts from taxation the real and tangible personal property of the Old and
Ancient Rowers Society of Rhode Island located in North Kingstown.) {LC3966/1}
01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government & Housing

House Bill No. 7145

BY Bennett, Filippi, Williams, Vella-Wilkinson, Perez, Diaz

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- STATE
EMBLEMS (Designates as the state music, the genre of rhythm and blues which contains
elements of pop, soul, funk, hip-hop, and electronic music.) {LC3280/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House Special Legislation

House Bill No. 7146

BY Lombardi J, Morales, Henries

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS -- RHODE
ISLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY (Enables the Rhode Island public transit authority
(RIPTA) to work with the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) to allow commuter rail
passes to be used as dual passes for both RIPTA and MBTA.) {LC3742/1}

01/20/2022 Introduced, referred to House State Government & Elections
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT AND HOUSING

Chairman Hull, for the Committee on Municipal Government and Housing, reports back the
following measures, with recommendation of passage:

House Resolution No. 7091

BY Speakman

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND EXPIRATION
DATES FOR THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE LOW AND
MODERATE INCOME HOUSING ACT (Extends the reporting and expiration dates for the
Commission to study the Low and Moderate Income Housing Act from December 16, 2021, to
April 12, 2023, and would expire on May 24, 2023.) {LC3873/1}

01/21/2022 Placed on House Calendar (01/25/2022)

RECESS

At 4:36 o’clock P.M. on motion of Representative Azzinaro, and as a further mark of respect to
the memory of Armand P. Jolin; on motion of Representative Hull, and as a further mark of
respect to the memory of Rafael Elpidio Santos Alvarez and Benjamin Little; on motion of
Representatives Vella-Wilkinson and Lombardi, and as a further mark of respect to the memory
of Margaret Mancini; on motion of Representative Slater, and as a further mark of respect to the
memory of Christina McKiernan; on motion of Representative McNamara, and as a further mark
of respect to the memory of Hon. Raymond Gallogly; on motion of Representative Phillips, and
as a further mark of respect to the memory of Bill Belisle; on motion of Representative Serpa,
and as a further mark of respect to the memory of Gerald Granahan; on motion of Representative
Noret, and as a further mark of respect to the memory of Andrew Dickson seconded by Leaders
Blazejewski and Filippi the House recesses, on a unanimous rising vote.

ORDER

At 4: 08 o’clock P.M. the Honorable Speaker Shekarchi calls the House to order.

ADJOURNMENT

At 4:09 o’clock P.M. on motion of Majority Leader Blazejewski seconded by Minority Leader
Filippi the House adjourns the January 18, 2022 session on a voice vote.

Diane M. DePina
Recording Clerk
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APPENDIX
INVOCATION
REPRESENTATIVE KAREN ALZATE
Dear Lord: In honor of Martin Luther King Day let us all remember that his sacrifice sparked a
rising tide of freedom, not only in America but around the world. Let us pause to remember that

his often quoted “free at last, free at last” was addressed not just to African Americans, but to
people of all faiths, colors, and persuasions. Amen
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APPENDIX
GOVERNOR DANIEL J. MCKEE STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
JANUARY 18, 2022
As Prepared for Delivery

Mister Speaker, Mister President, distinguished members of the Assembly, our General Officers,
members of the Judiciary, municipal leaders, and members of my cabinet — good evening.

Tonight, I want to speak directly with the people of Rhode Island.

This COVID-19 pandemic has been part of our lives for nearly two years now. It’s what we talk
about at our kitchen tables over breakfast in the morning, and again over dinner at night. It gets
brought up in nearly every conversation we have throughout the day, and it’s a topic at nearly
every special gathering we attend.

It’s been stressful, and it’s been frustrating because we all want it to be over. I know that’s how
Rhode Islanders are feeling right now — and | want you to know that when we’re sitting around
our kitchen table, my family and | feel that way too. But I also want you to know that there is no
question in my mind that we will get through this as we have for the past 21 months — together.

Understanding that COVID-19 is still going to be the topic of conversation for a bit longer, we
know that it’s time to also start looking to the future. We can’t fall behind.

Tonight, I am here to lay out our Administration’s plan to build a stronger tomorrow — to
increase per capita income for individuals and families across our state. This means increasing
earning power for all Rhode Islanders. It means putting more money in your pocket and
improving your quality of life for years to come. And the only way to do that is by building a
stronger, more stable, and fairer economy while prioritizing public health decisions that keep us
all safe.

I'm a lifelong Rhode Islander. | was born here and met my wife Susan here. Rhode Island is
where we raised our son and daughter and where | owned and operated small businesses in the
Blackstone Valley. It is where | coached youth basketball and served as President of my
hometown’s Boys and Girls Club.

I’ve seen where Little Rhody has been, and I know where it can go.
Rhode Island already has so much to offer, and at the same time, has so much more potential not
yet tapped. We have a once-in-a-lifetime chance to strengthen Rhode Island’s economic recovery

and propel our state into the next decade with strength.

In 2021, Rhode Island received $1.1 billion in economic stimulus funds from Washington, D.C.
These dollars belong to you and were delivered with the purpose of improving your life and your
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future. In 2022, that is exactly what we are committed to do — to continue investing these dollars
responsibly to improve your life and your family’s future.

My Administration has worked hard to plan accordingly on your behalf. | have engaged with
thousands of residents with the help of the Lt. Governor and members of my team through a
process that we’ve called, Rhode Island 2030 — a series of community conversations that
envision what Rhode Island can become as a result of the decisions that we make today.

We have held public meetings across the state to hear directly from Rhode Islanders on what you
thought the priorities and future plans for the state should be. Together, we have discussed the
important topics of housing, small business, climate change, children and youth services,
supporting seniors, higher education, and much more. The outcome was a working document
outlining dozens of priorities for Rhode Island’s next decade. If you want to take a look at those
priorities and share some of your own, visit RI2030.com. I want our state’s plan to be your plan,
a plan for the future that charts the strategic path for what we need to do today to make a brighter
tomorrow.

Now, tonight’s State of the State is different than most years. But unlike last year, I am not
speaking to an empty room. That's because we’re making progress and we’re doing what we
need to do to keep Rhode Islanders safe.

You’ve heard me mention once or twice that I’'m a former mayor, and while I couldn’t have
every municipal leader here tonight like we normally would, we have several here in the
chamber with us. | want to thank them for their leadership in helping us get shots in arms and
expand our testing capacity. We have a flag from every city and town here in the chamber
representing the people of our 39 cities and towns, the people we serve.

This once-in-a-generation public health crisis has taken more than 3,000 of our fellow Rhode
Islanders — and we remember each and every one of them. The pandemic continues to challenge
our health care systems, our schools, our small businesses and it has created significant staffing
challenges across many industries. It continues to challenge our resolve, our patience, and our
strength. But time and time again, Rhode Islanders have shown that we are persistent. And even
when we are faced with historic challenges, we continue to live with purpose and hope.

| want to give a special thank you to Dr. Nicole Alexander-Scott for her dedication and service to
the State of Rhode Island. Thank you, doctor.

Rhode Islanders should be proud of how far we’ve come together. We’re number two in the
country for putting shots in arms. Il We are number one in the nation for tests per capita. Just
two weeks ago, we did 175,000 tests, four times more per capita than Massachusetts.

That’s because we’ve been able to respond and adapt quickly — just as we have over the last
several weeks. | recently reassigned our Emergency Management Director Marc Pappas to lead
our whole of government COVID-19 response with a focus on expanding testing and
vaccinations. Thank you, Marc. Under General Callahan’s leadership, we reactivated the
National Guard to assist with everything from testing, to vaccination, to hospital staffing. Thank
you, General. Dr. Chan and Dr. McDonald and the staff at the Department of Health continue to
step up and serve as important resources to our team. Thank you, doctors. Later this week, | will
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be announcing a committee of Rhode Island health professionals to lead the search for the
interim and permanent director of the Department of Health.

While there are still pandemic challenges facing our schools, our students are largely back in the
classroom where we know they learn best. Our doctors, nurses and health care professionals
continue to prove that they are the best in the country. Together, we will continue to make the
best decisions possible for our families and loved ones to keep them safe.

As a result of Rhode Islanders looking out for one another, our economy has seen progress too.

Think back, during pandemic our unemployment rate was as high as 17 percent2! and we lost
over 100,000 jobsEl Our leisure and hospitality industries alone lost 37,000 jobs!l. But for the
first time in recent memory, our state didn’t suffer its usual fate of first in and last out of the
economic downturn. During the first 8 months of our Administration, Rhode Island had the 7t
largest unemployment rate decline in the nation’®l. While there are still pandemic workforce
challenges, the number of jobs in our state has increased significantly. Key sectors of our
economy like construction and manufacturing are even above pre-pandemic job levels!®,

Because Rhode Islanders stepped up, we were able to have music in Newport last summer,
WaterFire in Providence and Tunes on the Dunes in Westerly. Ours is the strongest economic
recovery in the Northeast!” — the best in the region for once. We have a unique competitive
opportunity, and we must keep going and take advantage of that.

Rhode Island is in a different place today with this pandemic than we were a year ago — and
that’s because we came together as one state — one team — all 39 cities and towns, and never lost
hope. We’ve made this progress because of you. So, to each and every one of you, thank you.
It’s because of you, Rhode Island, that I can stand here before you tonight with confidence
and say that the state of our state is resilient and full of opportunity.

We’ve been able to accomplish a lot this past legislative session and I’'m especially thankful for
my partnership with Speaker Shekarchi and Senate President Ruggerio. Among other key pieces
of legislation that were passed, I’'m grateful to the General Assembly for approving my RI
Rebounds proposal. This provided $119 million in immediate relief and investments in our
children, families, small businesses and affordable housing. These investments are down
payments to strengthen our economic recovery.

Besides making immediate investments to sustain our economic momentum, we also need to
invest for the long-term.

That’s why, later this week, I will submit my Administration’s budget — a budget that’s fiscally
responsible with no broad-based tax increases — but at the same time proposes long-term
investments to grow our economy and support our people. I'll also submit a spending proposal
for investing the remainder of the State’s American Rescue Plan funds to launch Rhode Island
into the next decade with strength. This is a big moment for us.

I want to thank our Congressional Delegation — Senator Reed, Senator Whitehouse,
Congressman Langevin and Congressman Cicilline — who fought to make sure Rhode Island got
its fair share of American Rescue Plan dollars. We’re ready to take these funds, plus the funds
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from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill, and put them to work. Tomorrow, we’ll be announcing
over 100 projects valued at $2.1 billion that we are able to speed up because of these federal
infrastructure funds. This initiative will create safer roads, bridges and bike paths and will put
many more tradesmen and women to work.

For Rhode Island to be an attractive place to live, work, and raise a family, we must address the
availability and quality of housing — that means everything from providing supports to those
experiencing homelessness, to increasing affordable housing, to ensuring we build more
workforce housing for our middle-class families.

Rhode Island has historically underinvested in housing. We are experiencing a housing shortage
in part because too few units have been built over several yearst®l. In 2020, we built fewer units
per capita than any other state in New England®,

Now, we have made some progress — last year, together with the General Assembly, we created a
permanent funding stream for affordable housing and even created the state’s first deputy
housing secretary position. But we can do more.

Let’s come together again and allocate a quarter billion dollars to make a once in a generation
investment in our state’s housing stock.

The proposal that I’ll send to the General Assembly will not only create and preserve thousands
of units of housing, but it will also transform blighted properties, strengthen communities, and
create good-paying construction jobs in the process. How can we expect our sons and daughters
to stay in Rhode Island if they don’t have housing they can afford to live in?

Did you know that homeownership is one of the most important ways to build generational
wealth, 2% yet Rhode Island has one of the lowest homeownership rates in the country,’2! largely
because families and individuals cannot afford the down payment? It’s time to change that.
That’s why I will be sending the General Assembly a proposal for investing $50 million to
provide down payment assistance to Rhode Island households who need it most.

We also want our state to be the best place to grow up and raise a family, where young people
want to build their futures. We know that when we support children and families, our entire state
thrives.

Together, we have made bold investments in early education, child care, Early Intervention, and
pediatric care. Rhode Island is already a national leader in health insurance coverage, with 98
percent! of our children accessing insurance. Yet we cannot make progress without providing
access to all children that live in Rhode Island.

That’s why I am proud to propose that we cover all kids in Medicaid — we’ve done it before,*’l
let’s do it again. Let’s also extend Medicaid coverage for new moms from 60 days after birth to
12 months. It's the right thing to do — let's get it done. In addition, for the first time in decades,!4
let’s expand the income eligibility threshold for families to access the Child Care Assistance
Program and let’s continue our investments in early education retention bonuses.

The past two years have challenged every aspect of our education system, from pre-K through
college, but I’m proud to say that Rhode Island has led the way in getting children back into the
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classroom safely. That’s thanks to the incredible hard work of our teachers, administrators,
parents, nurses, school committees, maintenance staff, union leaders, and countless others who
invested their time and energy into giving students the best education possible. | also want to
recognize Commissioner Infante-Green and her team at RIDE for the work they have done.

Despite these efforts, student’s academic growth continues to be impacted by the learning
disruption created by the pandemic.

We’re going to work with the General Assembly to make sure our schools get the funding they
need. My budget fully funds the state’s K-12 school system at the funding formula level, which
will increase state aid to school districts. We also want to ensure that any school district that
would have experienced a cut in funding because of student enrollment decline, will not see that
cut this year. We’ll also be continuing the commitment to a $250 million school construction
bond with $50 million dedicated to crucial smaller projects like better heating and cooling
equipment and safety upgrades.

In total, my budget will propose over $430 million for the construction of education facilities —
kindergarten through higher education — including funding for URI’s Narragansett Bay Campus
and Rhode Island College’s Student Success Center.

We all know that the economy was changing well before the pandemic. A college degree or
credential is a basic qualification for over 70 percent of jobs created since 2008. Although we
have made great progress over the last decade, there’s more to do.

Let’s launch Rhode Island’s first Higher Ed Academy, a statewide effort to meet Rhode Islanders
where they are and provide access to education and training, that leads to a good-paying job.
Through this initiative, which will be run by our Postsecondary Education Commissioner
Shannon Gilkey, we expect to support over a thousand Rhode Islanders helping them gain the
skills needed to be successful in obtaining a credential or degree.

Having a strong, educated workforce is critical for a strong economy — and Rhode Island’s
economy is built on small businesses. Small businesses employ over half of our workforcesl, As
these businesses continue to recover from the pandemic — we know that challenges still persist.
That’s why in the first several weeks of my Administration, I put millions of unspent CARES
Act dollars that we received in 2020 into grants to help more than 3,600 small businesses stay
afloat!tl,

My budget will call for key small business supports like more funding for small business grants,
especially for severely impacted industries like tourism and hospitality. It will also increase grant
funding for Rhode Island’s small farms.

As our businesses deal with workforce challenges, I’1l also propose more funding to forgive
student loan debt, especially for health care professionals, and $40 million to continue the Real
Jobs Rhode Island program which has already helped thousands of Rhode Islanders get back to
work.

Now, there is no doubt that these grants will be a lifeline for our struggling small businesses, but
we can do more to structurally improve our business climate overall. This year, in my budget
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request, we’ll be proposing a separate small business budget article with a plan to make a real
difference.

Here’s a few of our Small Business Article proposals: Let’s allow cities and town to exempt a
portion of business property from the tangible tax. Let’s reduce the corporate minimum tax, a tax
that impacts our smallest businesses the most. Let’s create a taxpayer steward within the Rhode
Island Division of Taxation dedicated to helping individuals and small businesses navigate the
taxation process. And let’s make alcohol to go permanent, an out of the box idea that allows
restaurants and brewpubs to sell alcoholic beverages with take-out food.

For far too long, minority entrepreneurs and minority-owned businesses have faced barriers in
starting and growing businesses. They’ve had more hurdles to jump to get over that finish line.
Let’s reduce those hurdles. I’'m proposing a $10 million Minority Business Support

Initiative to strengthen our minority business community and increase minority business
ownership in the state.

From Blackstone Valley to the East Bay, South County and beyond, all Rhode Islanders are
entitled to clean air, food security, and sustainable communities. That is why my administration
is stepping up efforts to combat climate change. Last year, | signed into law the Act on Climate,
landmark legislation that establishes our promise for a better planet by requiring the state to
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. My proposed budget will include millions in funding for
climate change-related investments, without impacting state general revenues. I’ll be rolling out
several of these initiatives tomorrow.

Rhode Island is a national leader in clean energy innovation because we know that slashing
greenhouse gases is not just the right thing to do for the environment — it’s also the right thing to
do for our economy.

As you all know, we are home to the nation’s first operational offshore wind farm which
launched the industryZl. Rhode Island itself has already committed to enough offshore wind to
meet one-quarter of our electric demand™&l. These clean energy jobs are no longer the jobs of the
future — these are the jobs of today, and we must capitalize on our state’s solid foundation in
these industries to continue being a leader in the blue economy.

To that end, we’ll be sending a proposal to the General Assembly that makes a series of key
investments into our state’s blue economy. Here’s our plan:

Let’s build the nation’s premier Smart Bay in partnership with the University of Rhode Island
that will make our state a world-leading center for researching, developing and testing ocean
technology. Let’s also increase our port capacity to support the offshore wind supply chain by
making critical investments into the Port of Davisville at Quonset and East Providence’s South
Quay. Let’s also invest in aquaculture, including seafood processing, so we no longer need to
ship so much of our calamari out of state to prepare it for sale. As Rep. McNamara would say,
that really is a “Calamari Comeback.”

These measures don’t include the work we’re planning across our Administration to create a
statewide network of electric car charging stations and converting our public transportation
vehicles to electric.
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And our investments in our economy aren’t just centered around the blue economy. We can
bring bioscience R&D from Boston and Cambridge by investing in wet lab space here in Rhode
Island. This is something that the life science community has been asking for — let’s make it
happen.

Rhode Island, we have a historic opportunity in front of us. An opportunity to chart a stronger
more prosperous way forward for all Rhode Islanders. But to meet this moment, it will take all of
us working together. And just as I’ve done since my time as Mayor, [ will sit down and work
with anyone who is willing to do the work.

Just like you, when I sit down with my mom tomorrow morning at the kitchen table, I know
we’ll still be talking about COVID-19 and understandably so, it’s still with us — but I also hope
we’ll be talking about the opportunity that lies ahead for Rhode Island, and how together, we can
make it happen.

Let’s do this, Rhode Island.

May God bless our service members, our veterans, and everyone working to keep Rhode Island
safe.
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APPENDIX
CALENDAR
IN ORDER FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2022:
1. 2022-H 7091
BY Speakman
ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE REPORTING AND
EXPIRATION DATES FOR THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO
STUDY THE LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING ACT

Committee on Municipal Government & Housing recommends passage.

Francis McCabe
Clerk of the House

Friday, January 21, 2022



